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Facts about Rumi (Pg 120)
· Finest P___________________ mystical poet; Muslims all over the world follow his teachings
· Founder of S________________ order known as the W_________________ D_______________________
· Dervish—member of a Muslim religious order noted for devotional exercises (as bodily movements leading to a trance) leading to E_____________________________
· Rumi’s father was a religious instructor, and Rumi assumed that position upon his father’s death
· How did a murder figure importantly in Rumi’s life?  ___________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Facts about Didactic Literature (Pg 121)
· The word “didactic” comes from the Greek word meaning ________________________________
· Meaning ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Defines V___________________________ of a society
· Contains A___________________________--short pointed statements expressing human truths
· R_____________P____________ & M________________ two modern people who use Rumi’s verses
Questions related to “The Counsels of the Bird”

1. Why does the bird give his second counsel from the top of the roof?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is meant by the bird’s comment that “to give counsel to a sleepy ignoramus/is to sow seeds upon salt land?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In your own words restate Rumi’s message:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What were the three counsels?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Facts about Rumi

· Finest Persian mystical poet; Muslims all over the world follow his teachings
· Founder of Sufi order known as the Whirling Dervishes
· Dervish—member of a Muslim religious order noted for devotional exercises (as bodily movements leading to a trance) leading to Enlightenment
· Rumi’s father was a religious instructor, and Rumi assumed that position upon his father’s death
· How did a murder figure importantly in Rumi’s life?  Shams became Rumi’s best friend because Shams was a Sufi with great knowledge; however Rumi’s disciples were jealous of the time Rumi spent with Shams so the disciples murdered Shams.  This backfired because Rumi thought his friend deserted him so he set out to find him and even when he returned he dedicated his life to writing poetry to his lost friend.  
Facts about Didactic Literature

· The word “didactic” comes from the Greek word meaning to teach
· Meaning Imparts moral lessons through simple stories that take the form of fables
· Defines Values  of a society
· Contains aphorisms short pointed statements expressing human truths
· Rosa Parks and Madonna two modern people who use Rumi’s verses
Questions related to “The Counsels of the Bird”

1. Why does the bird give his second counsel from the top of the roof?  The bird believes that the man might try to recapture him so he is going to give the counsels farther and farther away from the man so the bird can escape.
2. What is meant by the bird’s comment that “to give counsel to a sleepy ignoramus/is to sow seeds upon salt land?  This is an exercise in futility because nothing will grow on salt land and giving counsel to someone who doesn’t listen is worthless; it is impossible to teach someone who lacks common sense
3. In your own words restate Rumi’s message:  People need to use common sense.
4. What were the three counsels?  #1.  Believe not foolish assertions of anyone;    #2 Do not grieve for what is past for you cannot do anything about it;    and #3—he did not give a third piece of advice because the man did not listen to the first two so why waste the advice.
